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Meetings begin at 10.30am            

at Hatch Beauchamp Village Hall 
Talks begin at 1.45pm 

15th January  
American Weaving 
Paddy Bakker 
 
19th February    
Skills Day 
To include Navaho plying and  
Making a warp 
 
19th March 
Moire Finishing 
Talitha Clarke 
(soup & bread lunch) 
Committee Meeting 
 
16th April 
Quantock Weavers Day 
Antique Carpets 
Brian MacDonald 
Committee Meeting 
 
21st May 
AGM 
The Spinning Weal 
Sarah Harris 
Sale of fibre, books & equipment,  
followed by a short talk 
(Fork Lunch 
 
18th June 
Fleece Fair 
Committee Meeting 
 
 
 
 

16th July 
Sashiko 
Talitha Clarke 
 
20th August 
Summer Chat 
Bring your finished/unfinished projects  
to show and talk about. 
 
 
17th September 
Natural Dyeing 
Barbara Spicer 
Committee Meeting 
 
15th October 
Natural Dyeing workshop 
 
 
 
19th November 
The Certificate of Achievement 
Amanda Hannaford 
 
The Association of Weavers Spinners 
& Dyers 
Speaker to be announced 
 
Competition: 
Spinning, weaving or dyeing 
Subject to be announced 
(soup and bread lunch) 
Committee Meeting 
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New Members: 
A warm welcome to: Mrs Pamela Brown, Mrs Sylvia Coaché,  Mrs Lynda Dommett,  
Ms Linda Drage, Ms Janet East, Mrs Alison Haggas, Mrs Christa Harris,             
Mrs Emma Herrod, Mr Patrick Jennings, Mrs Pamela Mitchell, Ms Tissie Roberts, 
Ms Andrea Shipperley and Mrs Lesley Stimson 

Competitions 
Carol Mellish has come up with some exciting criteria for our competitions 
next year. 
 
Weave Competition: ‗Thick and thin‘ 
The weaver Melanie Venes will be our speaker at the October 12th meeting 
next year, she will be judging the submissions.  This theme is so tempting 
and hopefully will attract all abilities.  I can‘t stop thinking about it...so many 
possibilities and so much time to experiment… 
 

Dye Competition: ‗Somerset Countryside‘ 
This is a charming theme and it is suggested that entries should contain a 
photograph of the inspiring area of countryside with dyed samples accom-
panying.  You are encouraged to present your samples as you see fit to 
best show off the colour of your dyes.   
The judging date is our May meeting and the speaker on that day will be 
judging.  This is a great opportunity to use the samples from our dyeing 
workshop with Barbara! 
 

Bags of Inspiration 
 

Carol has been firing on all cylinders at the last committee meeting and she 
has had a great idea for making some money that will go towards the li-
brary and speakers.  Carol suggests that odds and ends from our own 
stashes of yarn, fleece, fabrics and sundries are donated.  Then a group of 
us will collect up these yummy items and gather them together in a small 
bag.  These bags can then be sold as ―Bags of Inspiration‖ (Do you see 
what she has done here?) at any shows that we demonstrate at.  See Carol 
and she will tell you when she wants these bits ready for bagging up. 
 

Drum Carder To Be Bought By Guild 
 

There have been many requests for the guild to buy a drum carder that can 
be loaned out to members.  We all know that these are costly machines, so 
having one to borrow from the guild makes a lot of sense to those of us 
who need some carding done double quick.  There will be a demonstration 
on how to use the carder when it arrives, hopefully this side of Christmas. 
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News From The Chair 
 
 

Hello Members, welcome back after our summer break. Unfortunately 

because we did decide to have a summer break in the end, we missed 
the opportunity for our dear friend Olive Hampton to say goodbye to 
us.  Olive has now moved to Germany to live with her daughter.  I am 
sure you will all join with me to wish Olive Good Luck and Bon Voyage. 
 
I hope you all were able to attend the various events around the coun-
try celebrating traditional crafts, especially weaving, spinning and dy-
ing.  The Guild had a presence at   Fibre Fest which was held at Bicton 
College this year.  Several members were demonstrating weaving and 
spinning in the Library along side Guild members from Devon.  This 
event was very well attended and I understand there is a possibility 
this may become an annual event, watch this space. 
 
The Guild was also present at the Glastonbury Wool Day.  As you may 
know this was to celebrate the first day of British Wool Week.  The 
Guild had a small display of work done by members and several mem-
bers took part in the Sheep to Shawl event.  Carol will give more detail 
in her piece. 
 
As newly elected Chairperson I thought it would be important to look at 
our Aims and Objectives as set out by the Association and I am 
pleased to  report that the Somerset Guild are fulfilling these well. Here 
are some of the points that I believe relate to us particularly: 
 
Each guild is unique and autonomous and may have membership 
ranging from a few friends meeting regularly to share their interests 
and skills to a large group of over 100 meeting in a more formal way 
with speakers and tutors drawn from the membership itself or from out-
side the Association; many of them have international reputations in 
their field of expertise.  Membership of the Guild is open to anyone 
who has an interest in textile production by hand.  Most members join 
a Guild because they want to learn more, they are often complete be-
ginners. You do not have to be an expert, weaver, Spinner or dyer to 
join the Guild. 
 
The variety of activities organised by the Guilds are immense but the 
one the Guilds have in common is the objective of the Association it-
self, i.e.: ―the preservation and improvement of craftsmanship in hand  
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Items for Sale 
Last month Edna Gibson gave us a list of items for sale, I went along to 
her house and saw her vast collection of textile items.  She has a lot of 
yarn and weaving equipment for sale all in good condition.  Her list of 
yarns and equipment for sale are in the June newsletter, but she may 
have added some more things since then. Call Edna Gibson on 01752 
408262. 

 
Ashford Spinning Wheel, carders and fleece 
 
Helen Bennett (Birnham/Highbridge) Tel: 01278 783 429 
Offers in the region of £125 

 

Ashford Spinning Wheel and Carders etc.. 
 
Offers in the region of £80-£100 
Mrs Mann (Westron Super Mare) 01934 612 264 

 

Second Hand Equipment for Sale—All Offers Considered 
 
Loom: Glimakra Ideal 100 (39‘‘) 4-6 shafts, 6 treadles, countermarch and 
counterbalance, adjustable bench, tie up kit, accessories, very good con-
dition 
 
Spinning wheel: Ashford traditional, single drive, lazy kate, 6bobbins, 
hand carders, assembled, good condition. 
 
Bettina Metcalfe 
London NW3, belpark@fsmail.net 
tel: 020 7209 2867 

Bond Elite manual knitting machine for sale £30. 
 
Emma Gowing 01761 452913 
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weaving, spinning and dying, for the benefit of the public and the promotion 
of awareness and education in such craftsmanship.‖ 
 
Guild members can often be seen ―spreading the word‖ and demonstrating 
at Craft Fairs, Agricultural and other shows (e g: Knitting & Stitching, Won-
derwool, Fibrefest etc)  all around the Country 
 
These paragraphs have been taken from the Somerset Guild Handbook 
and I would be happy to make this available to members should you wish to 
read more. 
 
I particularly like the part about not having to be an expert, as I am not, but I 
am very keen to learn about all aspects of textiles and their uses.  The 
Guild can be many things for all people and I feel we do that well in Somer-
set. We do offer the opportunity for those who wish to come and relax and 
spin or weave in good company and we also provide the opportunity to 
learn across the membership and we also provide education within Somer-
set for the children and residents of Somerset.  So well done and keep up 
the good work. 
 
Jan 
 
 

Coming in the next Newsletter  
 
 Report on Wool Modern exhibition: Talk given by Pat Barki with dem-

onstrations by Guild members 
 
 Survey on member preference of use in spinning wheels and looms 
 
 Report on natural dyeing workshop  
 
 Useful websites for new (and older!) members 
 
 Programme for 2012 
 
 
We welcome comments and suggestions on the Newsletter. What would 
you like to see or read? Please contact Talitha or Janet 
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are ―Xinao‖ largest worsted spinner in China, Stoll knitting machine 
manufacture, Scotcloth fabric design aid, Jemala merino wool grower 
producing some of the world's finest merino wool shawls & knitwear. 
Knit Creations a Chinese knitter, The Merino Company part of the 
large Australasian group Lempriere. 
  
I am involved in the voluntary sector with the ASBCI, based in Halifax, 
a trade association as Board Member and Chairman of the ASBCI Stu-
dent Membership Committee, the largest and most pro-active student 
association in the UK. Board Director of the UKFT a London based 
trade association, Fellow of the Textile Institute & Chairmen of the 
South East & London Section,  Court Assistant of The City Livery, The 
Worshipful Company of Woolmen. 
 
Lesley Prior 
Devon Fine Fibres 
 

Lesley Prior who owns the above, breeds Angora Goats, Cashmere 
Goats and Bowmont Sheep.  She runs the farm with part time help 
from her husband.  The farm consists of 145 acres of rough ground, 
pasture and woodland in North Devon/Med Devon borders.  She be-
gan fibre farming in 2002 and is passionate in looking after her ani-
mals.  Thus a farm where animal welfare and fibre quality we created. 
 
Cashmere, mohair and Bowmont yarns are produced for knitting and 
weaving as well as some knitted garments.  This year she organised a 
very successful Exmoor Fleece Fair on Saturday 3rd September where 
many fleeces from local formers were very popular (selected for qual-
ity).  Lesley is a spinner and weaver. 
 

Roll up to the greatest  big KNIT show  
 

Ruth and Belinda invite you to come and share the delight of beautiful yarns, gor-
geous needles, buttons and bags galore and imagination – all spinning with possi-
bilities. Sign up for KNIT studio classes (running all day), drink tea, eat cake, meet 
friends (old and new), and be in the wonderful world of knitting.  
For your entertainment and delight, there will be; Brazilian music, film, chocolates, 
a fashion show, children‘s knitting space, more things about knitting to touch and 
feel and see than you could possibly imagine.  
the big KNIT show  
Corn Exchange, Exeter, Devon * 13.11.2011 * 10am - 4pm * £3  
www.knitexpo.co.uk * info@knitexpo.co.uk * 01392 252256  

Press Release 



Sashiko, Talitha Clarke 

July 16th 
 

I went to see an exhibition on Sa-

shiko at the Plymouth City Museum 
last year and was so inspired, that I 

couldn‘t wait to leave so that I could go home and do 
some myself.  As with most things that inspire us I 
was very keen to share what I had seen and learnt from this amazing exhi-
bition.  
 
Sashiko is a Japanese method of quilting, but the twist with this type of 
quilting is that as with all Japanese crafts, there is a lot of spirituality, tech-
nique and art involved.  Sashiko means ―small stitches‖ and the quilting re-
quires layers of cloth to be sewn together.  The aspect that inspired me 
most was that this was a craft of poor workers.  The level of poverty is un-
thinkable in our standards, these villagers had to grow hemp from seed, 
harvest it and process it, spin it and dye it, weave it and then quilt it to make 
it into garments, all of this in their own spare time.  These garments were 
for everyday wear and so about a year was spent in creating a garment for 
one person.  It can be easily understood how precious these became.  The 
other aspect of these garments that interested me was that every garment 
was mended and re-quilted and added to with other fabrics as it wore out.  
The most recycled fabrics were woven from fine strips of fabric from un-
wearable garments. 

 
The garments were all made from cotton fabric 
because there were laws forbidding people of low 
social status to wear silk.  The typical Sashiko 
patterns are sewn with white cotton on  indigo 
dyed fabric.  Indigo was thought to offer protection 
against insects and snakes, for people working 
the fields this was beneficial.   

 
 
 

The patterns have spiritual meaning and offer protection 
from harm. For example, fishermen‘s coats were deco-
rated with circles and semi circles to give good luck.  
Children‘s clothes were stitched with hemp leaf patterns 
for strength, and the positions of these patterns on the  
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A President for Our Guild 
 

The committee have been discussing suitable presidents our Guild for nearly 
a year and we have finally collated the suggestions that we have been given.   
Here are brief biographies of the people suggested.  At the October meeting 
Jan will ask for a show of hands and the person with the most will be written 
to humbly inviting them to be our president. 
 
In alphabetical order.. 
 
John Arbon 
John Arbon Textiles 
 

John Arbon used to be at Coldharbour Mill in Uffculm but just before last 
Christmas has a serious flood and decided to open a shop near his home at 
Lynton in North devon.  He supplies yarns made from Alpaca, Exmoor Blue-
face (a cross between Exmoor Horn and Blueface Leicester sheep) and Ice-
landic Merino. 
 
He attends Woolfest and Wonderwool and the Country Living Christmas Fair 
in London selling socks, knitted garments and yarns plus Alpaca woven 
bags and rugs, knitting patterns and kits all of which can be obtained from 
the shop in Lynton.  He also supplies craft kits for children e.g. Learn To knit. 
 
Christopher Michael Thierry CText FTI 
UK Retail Connect Ltd- Managing Director  

   
I have been involved with textiles for over 40 years starting my career in 
sales before moving into fashion buying for the store group Bentall‘s. At this 
time I was also a part time evening lecturer teaching textiles in the 70‘s for 
Kingston College of Education now Kingston University.  MY work has in-
cluded Alders store Group, Top Man, then part of the Burton Group now Ar-
cadia, Buying Controller Lewis‘s store group and Buying Director Men's 
Owen Owen store group. I moved into marketing for The Woolmark Com-
pany/Australian Wool Innovation staying for 20 years, my last position being 
UK General Retail Manager. This position provided me with a unique insight 
into the entire wool textile pipeline from farm to top making, spinning, weav-
ing, garment making, knitting, design and retail in  the apparel, carpet and 
interior sectors. I started my own consultancy ―UK Retail Connect Ltd‖ in 
February 2010, I  use my experience and network of contacts to help com-
panies who seek introductions to UK retailers or manufactures, or for those 
who want to learn more about UK retail operations and wool. Current clients  
 
 
 

Some hand woven strips of 
denim 

Detail of well worn 
fabric 



garment also added to their protective power, chest, shoulders and neck 
were highly decorated for this purpose. I wanted to try this and felt I could 

give it a 21st Century twist by using 
denim.  A cheap fabric, cotton and as-
sociated with work wear, it is ideal.  Ex-
cept that the twill weave is not at all 
helpful when doing the embroidery.  At 
the guild meeting in July a number of 
people gathered round and we all had a 
go.  I provided some guide sheets for 
patterns and some fine crochet cotton.  
It is a relatively simple craft but the his-
tory and lives of the people who wore 
these clothes everyday give it real 
meaning. 
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Dalyan Carpet Weavers             
Co-operative 

On my recent holiday to Turkey I was able to 

spend a short time at the Dalyan Carpet Weav-
ers Co-operative.  There are carpet Co-
operatives set up all over Turkey which are 
sponsored by the Turkish Government.  The 
purpose of the Co-ops is to teach women from 
nearby villages the traditional skills of weaving 
carpets.  Once they have mastered the skill they return to their village with a loom 

and wool also supplied by the government to teach other 
women in the village the skills and become a part of the 
Weaver's Association..  When the carpets are sold the 
weaver's are paid a percentage of the price and a percentage 
goes back to the Co-op to enable it to keep running, The 
Turkish government manages  pays for all the shipping and 
duty to transport a bought carpet to anywhere in the 
world.  This really is a fantastic government sponsored initia-
tive to maintain traditional skills and promote the carpet indus-
try. 
  
There are several different types of carpet made at the Co-

ops, cotton, wool and silk with a huge variety of patterns most of which are again 
traditional and symbolic.  The patterns of the carpets are repeated over and over 
again with patterns going back hundreds of years.  Different carpet weavers 
throughout Turkey have their own regional symbols and 
patterns which identify them.  I was able to try tying knots 
alongside a very patient lady weaving a woollen carpet 
with vegetable dyed wool.  The quality of the carpet de-
pends upon the yarn as well as the number of knots per 
square inch.  The silk carpets are the very best quality with 
over 3,500 knots per square inch.  However the woollen 
and cotton carpets do have amazingly long lives a couple 
of hundred years is common. 
  
Vegetable dyes are the most common along with natural coloured fleece.  The ad-
vantage of the natural fleece is that the colour does not fade over time as the guide 
said you don't see sun faded sheep in the fields!  After the demonstration we were 
given a full display of all the carpets made in Dalyan it was amazing with lovely 
young men throwing carpets across the room to unravel before our eyes.  Unfortu-
nately the price was a bit to steep for me on this occasion  a twelve in square cost 
£50  so a rug for the bedside was well into the high hundreds despite free shipping 
and tax. 
I would really recommend a visit if you are ever in Turkey it is great to see the rec-
ognition that these skills are given and real effort to promote them.. 
  
Jan Newton  September 2011 

 

 

Above: shoulder detail of a Donza 
Below: Step by step hemp leaf pat-



In the Town Hall there were several stalls – Mandacrafts, Spinning Weal, 
Ian Tait, Wool Cake, The Wool Room, to name but a few and 300 people 
came to the Town hall throughout the day. 

 
On the stage the Sheep to Shawl event took 
place. There were six spinners (sadly only 
three of which were Guild members) and 
Marilyn Biggs who organised the knitting. 
The shawl was completed by just after 5pm 
with the Mayor and Bill Skidmore( the Presi-
dent of the Huddersfield Textile Institute) pre-
sent to see the finished product. 

 
Meanwhile, Sheep dog trials and training demonstrations took place near 
the Tor, again creating a lot of interest from members of the public. 
It is planned to run a similar event over a weekend in August. 
 
The only disappointment of the day was the large empty space that had 
been allocated to the Somerset Guild for spinning/weaving demonstrations. 
This meant we missed an opportunity to advertise ourselves and promote 
the guild. 
 
We have been asked to take part in a sheep to shawl event at the Bath and 
West Show and to demonstrate daily next year but at the moment I would 
be reluctant to recommend that we accept. These events are arranged and  
publicised well in advance and it would reflect poorly on the Guild if we did-
n‘t turn up on the day. 
 
I‘m not sure what we can do to encourage members to take part in such 
events but would welcome members comments. 
 

Carol Mellish 
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The curator of the collection is Michele Walker, her accompaniment to the 
exhibition can be downloaded from www.sashiko.org.uk.  I recommend that 
you download it, it is very thought provoking, especially the part where gar-
ments of Sashiko were recovered from the aftermath of the Hiroshima bomb. 
 

Natural Dyeing—Barbara Spicer  
17th September 

Barbara began her talk by challenging some widely held views about 
natural dyes. Natural dyes are often seen as muted and easier on the 
eye than their acid cousins. Barbara showed us evidence to the con-
trary. They can be mixed and blended to produce a wide range of col-
ours. She also showed that both natural and acid dyes fades in 
sunlight—the fibre and the mordant used being key in the rate of fade 
for natural dyes.  
 
Metal based mordants are essential for many natural dyes to  work. 
Barbara cautioned that, like many chemicals in our homes, we need to 
take care with mordants, especially chrome and tin. Using the right 
amount of mordant for the dye and fibre, each dye bath would be ex-
hausted and the contents can disposed of safely. 
 
Barbara talked about the major colour groups and 
showed with sample boards which natural dyes 
worked with which mordants. There were many inter-
esting and unusual points—too many to record  here 
apart from one or two. Barbara showed an example 
of using indigo with concentrated sulphuric acid and 
chalk. The wool was much brighter. She also brought 
examples of walnut fruits - not at all like the walnut 
we all know. 

 
An interesting effect on silk dyed with indigo was ob-
tained using brentamine fast K salt  to give shades of 
brown. Barbara also showed interesting results from 
doing a second dyeing with natural dyes and mordants. 
She referred to the work of John Edmunds as a major 
source for information on dyestuffs. Details for these 
books will be provided in the next Newsletter. 
      

         Janet Maher 6 

 
The star of the show! Could this be the Guild‘s new mascot? 
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Fleece Fair 18th June 2011 
 

This year the weather 

was unkind to us and 
numbers of purchasers 
were down.  However 
many of the sellers of 
fleece were very happy, 
selling out the fleeces they 
had brought by early 
lunchtime so anyone arriv-
ing in the afternoon sadly 
missed out on the varia-
tion of stack.  Because of 
this the refreshments did 
not sell as in previous 
years. 
Two exhibitors did not turn 
up which also meant we 
did not have the selection expected.  This was partly due to the fact that the 
weather was so wet in June that it was difficult to fit in shearing the sheep. 
 
The many demonstrations that went on attracted a lot of interest and perhaps this 

could be more organised for the future.  Having these 
in the other hall proved more successful as there was 
more room to watch and listen and not be distracted 
with ‗for sale‘ items. 
 
It is sad that many members do not support the fleece 
fair—you are not expected to buy fleeces bit a short 
time in the kitchen or just spinning during the morn-
ing/afternoon would be appreciated and spread the 
load of those who are present. 
 
I have heard that other guilds do not offer the selec-
tion of fleeces that we do and some travel from great 

distances to attend.  Perhaps we should offer breakfast rather than lunch! 
Norma Saunders 
 

Figures from our Treasurer Emma Gowing…. 
Attendance - £92 
Sales - £156.24 after deduction of money for Carol who spent £7.50 and £12 on 
fleece for the fleece challenge 
Refreshments - £73.36 after deductions for milk/coffee etc. 
Subscriptions - 3 new people totalling £36 
 
So a grand total of £357.60  

Fiberfest 20th-21st August 2011—Bicton College, Devon 
 

Fiberfest was located in an idyllic setting, Bicton College.  The weather was 
good and the stalls lovely and colourful, so just as delicious and purse emp-
tying as usual!  The Guilds (Devon and Somerset) were positioned in the 
library which was lovely and calm and had a lot of space for visitors to sit 
and ―Chill Out‖.  Unfortunately this was hardly advertised and small signs 
directed the few who did notice to come and see us.  However, those that 
did venture up the stairs were lovely, keen, friendly and welcomed the 
space and facilities to rest and spin.  It was good to see people who were 
so excited with their purchases that they could not wait to go home and 
start using them, but wanted to sit down with us and start their projects! 

 
It was good to meet up with the Devon Guild 
members and  we also met some guild mem-
bers from Gwent.  They were very keen to 
visit one of our meetings and they have infor-
mally invited our members to visit them! 
 
There is talk that Fiberfest will become an-
nual,  this would be wonderful. 
 
 

 
Glastonbury Wool Festival  5th September 

 
The Glastonbury Wool Festival took place on Monday 5th September to 

mark the start of the Wool Week and promote the use of British Wool. 
 

The day started with the sheep run down the High Street 
with the sheep making a diversion into Boots The Chem-
ists, which ensured that the event was mentioned on the 
local television news and in several newspapers!  
 
Alpacas were also led down the street and both sheep 
and alpacas were penned in the market square creating a 
lot of interest during the day. 
 
 

Jan, Talitha and Lesley Blythe-
Lord… chilled out 


